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Anything more utterly false, and we may add
foolish, than this, it is not easy to imagine.
That will should influence matter may or may
not he a possibility ; but it is the expression of a
distinct belief, and of a belief that is held by a
very large number of people. One important
example of it is the belief that God orders the
world ; and Clifford not only holds that to this
proposition a very distinct idea can. attach itself,
but an idea that is so powerful as to be of the
utmost practical danger. There is another
answer to him that is even more near to hand.
He says that to say matter influences will is not
untrue but nonsense. But let us take the con-
verse of this proposition ; and that, as he would
be the first to admit, is not only not nonsense,
but it is true. Give a man wine, and you nerve
his will to fight. Give a man more wine, and
you put his will to sleep for a time. Stab him
in the heart with a dagger, and you extinguish
his will for ever.

It is perfectly true, however, to say, that for
will to influence matter is, on Clifford's theory,
impossible. On that theory, consciousness is
nothing but a passive spectator, and the will
itself is nothing but a fiction. The strange